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Iilkohahes King

Kyra Sanguez

Alejandra Metallic-Janvier

INDIGENOUS FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS

Iiokonhahes King is a proud Kanien’kehá:ka/Mohawk woman from
the Akwesasne Mohawk Territory. Her name, “Iiokonhahes”, is a
powerful name which means “she walks a long road.” She is driven
and determined to finish school so that she can finally give back to
her community. She will be entering into her third year at Carleton
University in the competitive Bachelor’s of Social Work Program.
King conducts research on the decolonization of social work
practices so that it better fits the needs of First Nations people,
especially her community. 

My name is Kyra Sanguez and I am a proud Dene member of
Jean Marie First Nations in the Northwest Territories. I am
entering my first year at NorQuest College for Early Learning
and Child Care.  I have always loved working with children,
and I have had many job positions that care for children. My
desire for wanting to teach has been a reflection of my
culture. My culture is all about sharing wisdom and helping
others. The lack of educators in the Northwest Territories is
also what inspired my choice of career. I have a strong
connection to Jean Marie River and Fort Simpson, spiritually. 

Alejandra Metallic-Janvier is a proud Mi’gmaq/Dene woman who is
passionate about her cultures and contributing to her nations in new
and pertinent ways. Entering her fourth year in Neuroscience and
Mental Health at Carleton University, Alejandra aspires to create
ethical space in the science community, specifically between
Western methodologies and Indigenous ways of knowing. Alejandra
works with the Centre for Indigenous Support and Community
Engagement, where she facilitates Mino pimàdiziwin, a workshop
centred around living a healthy-balanced life, from an Indigenous
perspective. 
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Nathan Crow is a proud Blackfoot male and a member of the
Kainai First Nation, also known as the Blood Tribe. Crow returned
to school as a mature student in September of 2019, after taking
nine years off from his educational journey to enter the work
force, and since returning, Crow has fully dedicated himself
towards succeeding and reaching his full potential. Upon
enrolling in the Indigenous Governance and Business
Management program, he has made the Dean's Honor list in the
Fall 2020, Spring 2021.

Nathan Crow
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Nicholas Lafontaine

Ty Metallic-Janvier

Miigwans Assance-Goulais
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Nicholas Lafontaine is a proud Métis born and raised in Kelowna, British
Columbia. He is a caring, compassionate, connected, loving, and
passionate student-athlete who loves being on the land, living life in a
good way, and being involved in his community. Nicholas is currently
studying at Langara College in Vancouver and also playing on the Varsity
Men's Basketball team.. Nicholas is studying Computer studies and plans
on building a career in the tech world. He dreams of working for Google
and becoming an important part of their company.  In his spare time,
Nicholas loves to workout, mountain bike, and downhill skiing. 

Ty Metallic-Janvier is a proud Mig’maq/Denesuline man who is happy to
represent his Indigenous identity while entering his first year of post-
secondary education at Carleton University. He has had the exceptional
opportunity to grow up in urban Ottawa for the first half of his life while
fostering essential connections with each of the communities his families
are from. Ty is adamant about sharing these values and ways of life with
his peers around him in his everyday life. Ty plays competitively for the
Gloucester Griffins Lacrosse Club. He is excited to continue to develop his
academic skills while being a positive yet competitive teammate both on
and off the field. 

Miigwans Assance-Goulais is a proud member of an amazing Anishinaabe family and
community who is currently in his second year at the University of Toronto. He is
currently pursuing a double major of Psychology and Sociology; his end goal is
entering the field of equity-focused Psychology research with a special interest in
indigenous communities. He dreams of understanding and potentially solving the dire
mental health crisis facing many indigenous communities across Canada as well as
making a positive difference on peoples’ lives. As an Anishnaabe man, Miigwans
holds his family, community and people near and dear to his heart. Above all, he
hopes to embody the Seven Grandfather Teachings as he journeys through his life
and to stand as an example for the next generation of indigenous youth as well.  
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Sahara Lafferty is a proud Tlicho Woman originally from Bechoko,
Northwest Territories. Sahara’s parents took the words of Elizabeth
Mackenzie, “Strong like two people” very seriously. y.  In 2020, Sahara
graduated from the Outdoor Adventure diploma program at Algonquin
College in Pembroke, Ontario, where she obtained a number of
qualifications and certifications. She is now currently in her first year of
the Bachelor of Education program at Thompson Rivers University, in
Kamloops, BC. As a member of the Ticho First Nation, she participates
regularly in traditional on the land activities and loves to interact with
local elders and learn more about her culture.  Once her studies are
complete, Sahara plans to return to the North and work with the Youth
at risk in the elementary schools.   

Sahara Lafferty
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Rosalina Naqitarvik is a young Inuk woman from Pond Inlet, Nunavut. She
is entering her fourth year of the Nunavut Teacher Education Program.
Rosalina's Inuit culture inspires her and she preserves it by speaking
Inuktitut, sewing, beading and camping.  Once graduated with her
Bachelor of Education Degree, she hopes to become a high school
teacher and be a role model to the future generations. This teaching
career has been her dream since childhood.

Julianna Gambler (Kihew Iskwew – golden eagle woman) is a Cree from
Jean Baptiste Gambler reserve #183 in Kitosakahikan (Calling Lake,
Alberta) in Treaty 8 territory. She is a proud mother of two boys with braids
– Mahekun (wolf) and Miksew (bald eagle). Julianna is a self-made
entrepreneur who is passionate about preserving culture, tradition,
language, and ceremony. After completing her first year with honours, she
is now entering her second year of studies working towards a degree in
Commerce – majoring in Indigenous business. Julianna hopes to attend
law school in the future and one day lead her community to greatness as
Chief. Kinanaskomitin

Tanya Lavallee is a proud and successful, Cree and Saulteaux woman entering her
first year at the Canadian College of Funeral Service. She recently graduated in June
2022 from Saskatchewan Indian Institute of Technologies where she obtained her
diploma in Business Administration. Tanya has been working for the Saskatchewan
Health Authority for 15 years as a Licensed Practical Nurse.  After graduation, she plans
on using her skills and desire to be an entrepreneur to open the first ever First Nation
based and owned Funeral Home in the city of Regina, Saskatchewan. She sees a need
for her people in the area of funeral service and wants to connect with them to bring
peace and comfort in one of the most difficult times in their lives.  
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Cali Weasel Fat is a proud member of the Kainai First Nation located in
the traditional territories of the Niistipi (Blackfoot).  She is passionate
about health and the environment which inspires her to create a healthy,
sustainable future for her community. Cali hopes to make her dream
come true through her future career and is entering her second year at
Mount Royal University in Environmental Science. Through her internship
experience’s, Cali found a new passion for community involvement and
working with youth. Cali created and coordinated a STEM Camp at
Community Futures Treaty Seven for on-reserve high school youth. The
camp included workshops, Elders, Indigenous knowledge, and
Indigenous professionals in STEM. The camp was a success and inspired
youth to further their academic journey in STEM. 

Cali Wasel Fat


